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Appendix 18 

Sample Exam for Renewable Energy Law Course 
 
 
1. This exam consists of 8 pages and is divided into two parts: Part I—Essay and Part II—Short Answer 

& Multiple Choice.  You have two hours to complete this exam. Each part counts for half of your 
total grade, but you may allocate your time as you wish. 
 

2. Place your exam number on each of your exam essay books or typed pages.  Also, place your exam 
number on the question sheets and return them at the end of the exam.  If any question sheets are 
not returned or do not have your number, the exam may not be graded and a failing grade or other 
appropriate action may be taken. You may write on the question sheets, but you will only receive 
credit for information in the exam essay books or typed pages.   

 
3. This exam is closed book.  The use of any outside materials is prohibited and constitutes a violation 

of the honor code.  
 

4. In the essay portion, please address all issues fairly raised by a question even if you believe one issue 
is dispositive. If the question is more policy focused, you will receive the most credit if you tie your 
answer closely to specific cases, statutes, articles, and other materials discussed in the book and in 
class. If the question is a client hypothetical, be sure to show how the law applies to the facts.   If 
you must clarify an ambiguity or make an assumption in order to answer any question, state clearly 
what the assumption is. It is better to mention an issue you cannot resolve than to ignore it, but 
irrelevant discussion gains you nothing. 
 

5. In the essay, you will receive credit not only for the substance of your answer but also for how you 
have organized your response: so allow time to outline and try to structure your discussion to avoid 
omitting thoughts, overlooking linkages, or wasting time in repetition. I highly recommend headings, 
and an outline might help you keep organized, but you also should use complete sentences and will 
not receive credit for just providing a bullet outline. Work your best to use good style and grammar 
and avoid typos, but my expectations for this under exam pressure are somewhat relaxed. 
  

6. If you are handwriting the exam, please double-space and write only on one side of each page. 
Although you may use the extra space or back of a page to add thoughts, I will only give credit for 
answers I can read and understand. 
 

7. For the multiple choice and short answer portion, answer in order and clearly identify the question 
number.  For the multiple choice, you must give just one letter for your answer. If you believe a 
question is ambiguous, you may explain your answer immediately after the answer you provide.  
You will not get any extra credit for these explanations, but if you did not choose the correct letter 
for the multiple-choice question, you may get partial or full credit for explaining your confusion 
about a particular question.   
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REMINDER:  The submission of academic work constitutes a representation  
that it was done in compliance with the Honor Code. 

 
PART I—ESSAY QUESTION  (worth 50% of grade) 

 

Choose just two of the six renewable energy sources we have studied in this course—solar, 
wind, hydropower, biomass, geothermal, or smart grid/energy efficiency.  Describe how 
federal and/or state law (statutes, cases, regulations, etc.) have supported or hindered the 
development of each of the two sources you have chosen.  Next compare and contrast the 
approaches you have described and explain how one of your chosen renewable energy 
sources might benefit from the regimes and strategies the law has used in the context of 
the other. 

 

PART II—SHORT ANSWER & MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS ( 50% of grade) 

 

1. Often renewable energy represents a balance of “green v. green.”  For each of the 
sources below, list a concern that environmentalists are using to protest or resist 
development of that resource. 

 

Renewable Resource (list specific 
technology when applicable) 

Environmental objection or concern 

Distributed solar  

Utility-scale solar  

Wind  

Hydropower  

Biomass  

Geothermal  

 
2. Based on the 2009 NREL pie and bar charts from the beginning of each class 

powerpoint, which of the following are true? 
A. Hydropower represents the largest percentage of overall U.S. Energy Production 

and Consumption. 
B. Biomass represents the highest percentage of U.S. Non-Hydro Renewable Energy 

Production and Consumption, but a lower percentage than hydropower for U.S. 
Electric Nameplace Capacity and Generation. 

C. Solar PV represents the smallest percentage of non-hydro renewable energy listed 
at 0.1% on all of the bar charts. 

D. Answers A and B. 
E. Answers B and C. 
F. All of the above. 

 
3. Choose three of the six resources we discussed in class and list the top state or 

country for each of those resources. 



Resource # 1 U.S. state or country worldwide 

  

  

  

  
4. List at least one positive reason for the development of each renewable energy 

source below.  Also list at least one legal issue to consider when developing that 
resource based on the assigned readings or our discussion in class. Be specific 
(“renewable” or “good for the earth” are not sufficient answers) and avoid using the 
same answer for more than one resource. 

  

Source Positives for development Legal issue(s) 

Solar (type?)   

Wind   

Hydropower   

Biomass (type?)   

Geothermal 
(type?) 

  

Smart 
grid/energy 
efficiency 

  

 
 
 
5. When coal is used to generate electricity, it must go through several phases: 

chemical to thermal to kinetic to electric energy.  If we add up all the efficiencies and 
subtract as well the energy needed to extract and transport the coal, what 
percentage of energy from the ground reaches your toaster? 

 
A. 90% 
B. 50% 
C. 33% 
D. 26% 

 
 

6. Which of the following are correct? 
A. NRC is the acronym for “Nuclear Regulatory Commission.” 
B. In the U.S., three calories of fossil fuel energy are used to produce one calorie of 

food. 
C. Electricity generation from wind exceeds nameplate capacity because the wind 

does not blow all the time.  
D. Answers A and B. 
E. Answers B and C. 



F. All of the above. 
 
 

7. In the context of burning coal for electricity, “externality” 
means:___________________________ 

 
 

8. Fill in one example for each of the spectrum of strategies for promoting solar access:  
 

Full protection Middle ground Cheerleading 

   

 
 

9. Which of the following are true for solar? 
A. In the express easement context, the northside dominant landowner has the best 

bargaining position. 
B. Some states have statutes that prohibit the enforcement of covenants that 

unreasonably restrict or increase the cost of a solar system. 
C. Iowa’s solar easement statute allows a local regulatory board to set compensation 

and impose a solar easement without the servient landowner’s consent. 
D. Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. All of the above. 

 
 

10. In the context of solar access rights, private nuisance: 
A. Is not very effective because it often costs more to bring a lawsuit than the solar 

panel installation is worth. 
B. Is actionable under Prah partially because the majority believed that “access to 

sunlight [had] taken on a new significance …not for aesthetic reasons or as a 
source of illumination, but as a source of [electric] energy.” 

C. Requires a case by case determination of reasonableness where the gravity of the 
harm to the plaintiff must be weighed against the utility of the defendant’s 
conduct. 

D. Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. All of the above. 

 
 

11. Assume you are the surface owner of land and have signed leases with both an oil 
and gas operator and a wind developer.  List one argument you can make to each 
side to help negotiate an accommodation agreement between the two sides. 
 

Argument to oil & gas operator Argument to wind energy developer 



 
 

 
 

12. Which of the following are NOT true about wind power? 
A. Severance of wind from the surface estate can make cooperation between the 

parties who are most involved more difficult because the surface owner, who is 
most impacted, may receive no royalty or other benefit from development. 

B. Wind power is one of the worst resources in an arid climate because it uses water 
for cooling or for generating steam to turn the turbine. 

C. The common law of property allows wind severance. 
D. Answers A &B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. All of the above. 

 
 

13. A nuisance claim: 
A. Is a contract action. 
B. Cannot be maintained if the use on the land is lawful. 
C. Can never be based on aesthetic injury. 
D. Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. None of the above. 

 
 

14. Insert one word to complete the following sentence: 
“Because of the phenomena of ______________, which causes interference from 
one wind turbine to another in its ‘shadow,’ unitization or pooling might be a good 
idea in the wind context.”  
 
 

15. The 1714 Mill Act eliminated which of the following remedies previously available to 
affected upstream property owners under the common law: 

A. The right to stop construction of a dam by injunction. 
B. The right to tear down a dam through abatement. 
C. The right to recover any damages for flooding of upstream property. 
D. Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. None of the above. 

 
 

16. List two ways to address decommissioning costs for dams or other renewable energy 
plants: 

  



 

 
 

17. The power to control the damming of waterways has see-sawed between state 
governments, tribes, and different agencies within the federal government.  Which 
of the following are NOT true? 

A. It is unlawful to operate any private dam or reservoir for generating electricity 
without a license from FERC. 

B. Under sections 18 and 49(e) of the FPA, state authorities and federal agencies 
(such as Fish and Wildlife Service) could hold up the relicensing process by placing 
restrictions and conditions on dams that FERC had no authority to alter. 

C. The 2005 EPAct established an interim process to allow more input from affected 
groups and to allow the imposition of more protective conditions.  

D. Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. All of the above. 

 
 

18. Which of the following are true? 
A. If the U.S. could produce a billion tons of biomass for fuel, this would be enough to 

replace our current petroleum consumption. 
B. Although the benefits of converting waste to energy are not yet factors in biomass 

efficiency equations, the U.S. government has begun to recognize the potential for 
positive synergies between waste and energy development through initiatives 
such as the RE-Powering America’s Land Initiative. 

C. Biomass is a renewable energy source, but arguably not “green” because of  smog, 
air pollution, and releases of carbon associated with burning. 

D.  Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. All of the above. 

 
 

19. Which of the following is NOT one of the meta-standard principles included in the 
EU’s Renewable Energy Directive and Fuel Quality Directive? 

A. Carbon reduction 
B. Biodiversity 
C. Cost reduction 
D. Conservation 
E. Prevention of soil, water, and air pollution 
F. Social considerations such as labor and land rights. 

 
 

20. Which of the following are true about new geothermal resource development on 
federal lands? 



A. The developer must obtain a lease from the U.S. government. 
B. The word “minerals” in Stockraising Homestead Act patents from the U.S. 

government includes a reservation for geothermal resources. 
C. The right to develop the heat resource in geothermal areas includes a right to use 

the water that is the transport medium for the heat. 
D. Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. All of the above. 

 
 

21. List three types of geothermal systems and one legal issue related to the 
development of each type: 
 

Geothermal System Legal issue 

  

  

  

 
 

22. Which of the following is NOT a concern in the development of electricity from 
steam or vapor dominated geothermal resources? 

A. Induced seismicity. 
B. Conflict with cultural resources. 
C. Thermophile extinction. 
D. Human waste from cleaning pools. 

 
 

23. Which of the following are true? 
A. In some states, such as Utah, the definition of geothermal resources expressly 

excludes any ownership right to subsurface waters associated with the heat. 
B. Geothermal waters are distinguishable from groundwater because they are 

depletable and contain toxic minerals that make them unfit for surface use 
without impractically expensive treatment costs. 

C. In some states, geothermal development involves regulation by multiple agencies 
involved in water quality montioring, oil and gas development, and toxic substance 
control. 

D. Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. All of the above. 

 
 

24. Which is NOT true of Smart Grid? 
 

A. Smart grid enables expansion of centralized, in contrast to distributed, generation. 



B. Privacy concerns should be proactively addressed to avoid a salient invasion that 
could create significant opposition to smart grid deployment efforts. 

C. Smart grid should be able to help “shave the peak” of electricity demand with real-
time grid response. 

D. Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. All of the above. 

 
 
 

25. Which are true of energy efficiency? 
 

A. “Virtual power plant” means a game developed by Chevron to simulate energy 
power plant scenarios. 

B. At a price of less than 2 cents per kWh, energy efficiency is the cheapest energy 
option. 

C. The model energy code proposed by Columbia University focuses only on energy 
efficiency. 

D. Answers A & B. 
E. Answers B & C. 
F. All of the above. 

 


